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Mr. Phillip J. Lampert Ref. No. 01-0192
Executive Director

National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition .

3118 Emerald Lane

Jefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Lampert:

This responds to your letter of July 13, 2001, requesting guidance concerning the proper shipping name
for your product “E85”, which is a blended motor fuel containing 80 % ethyl alcohol and 20 % gasoline
with a flash point range of -20° to -4° F. During a conversation with Ms. Helen Engrum of my staff,
you indicated that you have received conflicting information on this issue.

Based on the information your provided, it is our opinion that the appropriate shipping description for
your mixture of 80 % ethyl alcohol and 20 % gasoline is “Flammable liquid, n.o.s. (Ethyl alcohol,
gasoline).” This opinion is based on the fact that the gasoline is the primary contributor to the low flash -
point of the material, rather than the ethyl alcohol which has a flash point of more than 50° F.

I hope this satisfies your inquiry.
Sincerely,

Delmer F. Billings
Chief, Standards Development
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards
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July 13, 2001

Mike Johnson

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards
400 Seventh Street., $.W,

Washington, DC 205%0

Dear Mr. Johnson:

I appreciate the time you took last week to visit with Randa Barker of this office
regarding the shipping of E85 fuel.

As you know, E85 is a blended motor fuel that contains 80% ethyl alcoho! and 20%
petroleum and has a TCC flashpoint range of -20° to -4° F. The introduction of this
fuel has raised a hazard communication question, specifically, the proper shipping
description.

E85 is currently being shipped under the name “Denatored Alcohol,” 3, NA 1987,
PG II. The Department of Transportation recently published HM-215D, which is a
final rule intended fo harmonize United States regulations with the United Nations
recommendations. One change that will impact our members is the deletion of
certain NA identification numbers including NA. 1987, which identified the proper
shipping name “Denatured Afcohol.” As a result, the name “Denatured Alcohol”
also was deleted and is no longer a proper shipping name. Accordingly, we must
change the proper shipping name we use for E85 fuel alcohol.

It is our understanding that the proper shipping name that now would most
appropriately describe fuel alcohol would be “Alcohol N.O.S. (Ethanol, Gascline).”
The ID number would be UN 1987 instead of NA 1987, and the rest of the
description would remain the same.

Because the effective date of this new rule is October 1, 2001, I would appreciate a
response confirming the above as soon as possible.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

ATIONAL ETHANOL VEHICLE COALITION

Executfve Director

PIL/rb

The National Ethancl Vehicle Coalition is the nations primary advocate of the use of ethanol

National [~ thanol \/eljicle Coalition
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as an altemative form of transporiation fuel and is supported in those efforts by automakers, corn growers,
ethanol producers, the Govemnors' Ethanol Cealition and other advocates of the use of clean, domestic, renewable fuels,
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